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President Donald Trump's unconventional behavioral style, such as frequent change of expressed
policy preferences, confrontation with mainstream media, and seeming disrespect for the
constitutional system, have made many commentators argue that he is on his way to undermining
American democracy. This research project has looked into how much the Trump administration
has changed the U.S. political landscape. Its conclusion is that it is premature to state that Mr.
Trump and his administration has transformed U.S. politics in an irreversible way, for two reasons.
First, there is much continuity between American politics during and after the 2016 election and
that of the preceding period. Fact checking of statements of politicians had been actively carried
out at least since early this century, and the aggressive use of presidential actions had been
harshly criticized, at least by members of the opposition party, during the Obama administration,
for example. While there is no doubt that Mr. Trump has escalated the existing antagonistic style of
politics, but whether he has brought about a qualitatively change in politics remains to be seen.
Second, the deepening polarization of the two political parties with equal electoral strengths has
made it difficult for any political force to achieve its policy goals. Just as the Obama administration
could enact the wholesale health care reform after much difficulty, the Trump administration has,
as of this writing, only realized tax reform among the president's major campaign promises.

The above, of course, is a preliminary observation based on the performance of the administration
in its inaugural year. Also, the picture would look somewhat different if foreign policy is taken into
account. The contour of the politics of the Trump era is still in its formative stage and requires
continuing attention.
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The Trump Administration in the Context of the U.S. Two—Party Politics
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President Donald Trump’s unconventional behavioral style, such as frequent change of expressed policy preferences, confrontation
with mainstream media, and seeming disrespect for the constitutional system, have made many commentators argue that he is on his
way to undermining American democracy. This research project has looked into how much the Trump administration has changed the
U.S. political landscape. Its conclusion is that it is premature to state that Mr. Trump and his administration has transformed U.S.
politics in an irreversible way, for two reasons. First, there is much continuity between American politics during and after the 2016
election and that of the preceding period. Fact checking of statements of politicians had been actively carried out at least since early
this century, and the aggressive use of presidential actions had been harshly criticized, at least by members of the opposition party,
during the Obama administration, for example. While there is no doubt that Mr. Trump has escalated the existing antagonistic style of
politics, but whether he has brought about a qualitatively change in politics remains to be seen. Second, the deepening polarization of
the two political parties with equal electoral strengths has made it difficult for any political force to achieve its policy goals. Just as
the Obama administration could enact the wholesale health care reform after much difficulty, the Trump administration has, as of this
writing, only realized tax reform among the president’s major campaign promises.

The above, of course, is a preliminary observation based on the performance of the administration in its inaugural year. Also, the
picture would look somewhat different if foreign policy is taken into account. The contour of the politics of the Trump era is still in its
formative stage and requires continuing attention.
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