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Abstract of Master’s Thesis
Academic Year 2001

Perception of Japan in the textbooks:

Summary

The perception of Japan among the Taiwanese appears more flexible than that of the mainland
China, although both of the mainland China and Taiwan were victimized in the wars launched by
Japan, and Taiwan was additionally ruled by Japanese colonization. How was the perception shaped
in mainland China and Taiwan? What made the difference of perception in the textbook? In this
thesis, the questions were investigated by comparing the contents relevant to Japan in the textbooks
both of China and Taiwan.

This thesis mainly compared the contents concerning Japan appeared in the textbooks from
primary school to middle high school issued by China and Taiwan in recent 50 years after the civil war
in 1949. Considering the change of the policies of the mainland China and Taiwan toward Japan and
the change of national consciousness with the social improvement, its influence of the textbooks in
both sides of the Straits in expressing Japan is analyzed.

It was found that the quantity and the contents of referring Japan in the two sides were changed
in different times. In the mainland China, the times feature and the government policy can be soon
reflected in the textbook. While the textbook in Taiwan reflected the variation of the government
policy sluggishly, the variation can also be seen in the long run.

In the textbooks of the two sides, all of the records and narration about Japan related to the
modern historic aggression war launched by Japan, and an identical attitude of condemning the
aggression behavior was taken. However, divergent records and narration appeared in the textbooks of
the two sides since 1990’s. In the mainland China, the textbooks introduced the modern Japan which
had realized highly speed increase in economics and took the attitude of learning its successful
experience, meanwhile they criticized more exactly and severely the past Japan which had launched
an aggression war. On the contrary, in Taiwan some non-historic textbooks such as "Society” and
"Understanding Taiwan" textbooks estimate positively the Japanese colonization ruling as a
contribution to the social development of Taiwan. However, the historic textbooks in Taiwan still
record and narrate objectively the Chinese history as the main point, with criticizing Japanese
aggression. The different attitude appearing in the textbooks between the two sides of the Taiwan
Straits in 1990’s can be reflected the change of their policies toward Japan.

Keywords: 1.Textbook 2.China 3.Taiwan 4.Japan 5.Policy

Keio University Graduate School of Madia and Govermance

Wang Xueping
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